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Wholesale Price Index (WPI). This index should enhance the value of the 
WPI to our The General Authority for Statistics and Information is pleased to 
present the expended user.

As before, the General Authority for Statistics will publish the WPI on a 
monthly basis, shortly after the end of each quarter.The WPI covers the price 
movement of commodities in primary markets in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The General Authority for Statistics has made a number of significant changes, 
which will make the index a better indicator of price changes than before.

Some of these changes include:

Reweighing the existing weights with more recent foreign trade and domes-
tic production data.

Expanding the item sample from 57 item s to more than 160 items.

Increasing the number of reporters in the sample



Preface

Wholesale Price Index (WPI). This index should enhance the value of the WPI to 
our The General Authority for Statistics and Information is pleased to present 
the expended user.

As before, the General Authority for Statistics will publish the WPI on a monthly 
basis, shortly after the end of each quarter.The WPI covers the price movement 
of commodities in primary markets in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The General Authority for Statistics has made a number of significant changes, 
which will make the index a better indicator of price changes than before.

 Some of these changes include:
Reweighing the existing weights with more recent foreign trade and domestic 
production data.

Expanding the item sample from 57 item s to more than 160 items.

Increasing the number of reporters in the sampleThe General Authority for 
Statistics would like to express its appreciation to all of the wholesalers who 
are cooperating with us in providing accurate and timely wholesale prices.

 It is only through their assistance and cooperation that this publication is 
possible. We Sincerely hope the data in this publication is of value to the user. 
To this end, we welcome any comments or suggestion user may want to make.

General Authority for Statistics
Price statistics Division
P.O. 3735 Riyadh 11481
http://www.planning.gov.sa
E-mail: Info @ stats.gov.sa
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This section provides the Laspeyres formula that the General Authority for 
Statistics use to calculate Wholesale price index. It also describes some of 
the characteristics of the index including the universe sampling procedures, 
weights, etc.

The wholesale price index is a measure 
of average price changes for goods and 
services sold in the primary markets of Saudi 
Arabia. This index measures on “pure” 
price change, i. e., and the change resulting 
from the rise and fall of prices only. Hence, 
changes in prices resulting from quality 
differences, quantity discounts, and other 

factors are excluded. The index measures 
wholesale price changes throughout the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

To calculate the index, the Central 
Department of Static’s (stats) use a fixed 
weighted, laspeyres type index. The formula 
is shown below:
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This section provides the laspeyres formula that the General 
Authority for Statistics use to calculate Wholesale price index. It also 
describes some of the characteristics of the index including the 
universe sampling procedures, weights, etc. 
 

The wholesale price index is a measure of average price changes 
for goods and services sold in the primary markets of Saudi Arabia. 
This index measures on “pure” price change, i. e., and the change 
resulting from the rise and fall of prices only. Hence, changes in prices 
resulting from quality differences, quantity discounts, and other 
factors are excluded. The index measures wholesale price changes 
throughout the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
   To calculate the index, the Central Department of Static’s (stats) use 
a fixed weighted, laspeyres type index. The formula is shown below :  
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The universe of the WPI covers all major commercial 
transactions carried out in the primary markets in the Kingdome of 
Saudi Arabia .The universe includes transactions of domestic and 
imported goods crude and processed materials, and agricultural and 
manufactured goods. Excluded from the universe are certain 
transactions, such as custom-built articles, works of art, interplant and 
intercom any sales and goods sold at retail by producer-owned retail  
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I t     = Index at time period, t 
P t    = Prices at time period, t 
P t-1 = Prices at time period, t - 1 
P o    = Prices at base period, o 
W o  = Weight at base period, o 
t      = Time period beginning from o,…,N 
i       = Items from 1,…,n. 
I t - 1  = Index at time period, t -1 
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Technical Notes 2

The universe of the WPI covers all major 
commercial transactions carried out in the 
primary markets in the Kingdome of Saudi 
Arabia.The universe includes transactions 
of domestic and imported goods crude and 
processed materials, and agricultural and 
manufactured goods. Excluded from the 
universe are certain transactions, such as 
custom-built articles, works of art, interplant 
and intercom any sales and goods sold at 
retail by producer owned retail outlets.

Government purchases, except for military 
goods, and sales of goods are included in the 
universe.

Transactions carried out by commercial 
entities are motivated by the desire to 
maximize profit. With an assumption of a 
perfectly competitive model, in the short 
run, firms cannot change the level of input 
and the technology. In addition, prices are 
determined by market condition, hence. 
Profit maximizing firm adjusts output to the 
given prices so long as additional revenue 
is greater than additional cost (MR > MC). 
The resulting changes from the action of 
firms constitute the basis of prices index 
measurement. In these sense, a Wholesale 
price index becomes an output prices index 
and measures the percentage change in 
revenue received by the Transactions carried 
out by commercial entities are motivated 
by the desire to maximize profit. With an 
assumption of a perfectly competitive model, 
in the short production unit as a result of 
changes in prices.

The General Authority for Statistics developed 
an item-sampling frame using SITC codes and 
import data from the General Authority for 
Statistics Foreign Trade Division.

 The reporter-sampling frame was drawn 
from lists of Wholesalers in Riyadh, Jeddah 
and Dammam. The STATS requires a 
minimum of three firms per item in

the sample.

In the revised WPI, the decided to choose 
not less than 160 items from among ten 
SITC sections. There were some minor 
modifications to eliminate defenserelated 
items and their values from the total. The 
General Authority for Statistics distributed 
the samples among section based on the 
relative weight of each section and division. 
When the distribution fell short of two item 
(see General Authority for Statistics table 5 
for descriptions of these items and relative 
weights), the chose a minimum of two items.

In each section, the General Authority for 
Statistics selected division based on the 
value of divisions in the section. The General 
Authority for Statistics Ten selected them item 
samples based upon the item’s relative value 
in the division.

The items selected were further 
disaggregated in the field after conferring 
with the merchants.

The weight for the wholesale price index uses 
the import value of each item, division and 
section with adjustments for local production 
and defense related items.
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 الرقم القياسي لأسعار الجملة

Highlights of Wholesale Price Index Movement 
(October 2016) 

1- Monthly Change: 

In October 2016, the Wholesale Price Index recorded a decrease of (161.8) by 0.8 % compared to the month 
of September 2016, in which it registered (163.1) . This decrease resulted from the changes in the main 
sections that compose the wholesale price index, which can be represented as follows: 

  Decrease Percentages : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Increase Percentages 

 

 Increase Percentages 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 Unchanged Percentages 

1- Mineral and Fuels 

 

 

Decrease 
Percentage 

Section  

- 2.9% Chemicals 

- 2.6% Other Commodities 

- 2.5% Manufactured Goods 

- 1.7% Misc Manufactured Articles 

- 1.0% Machinery and Transport 

Increase 
Percentage 

Section  

1.0% Food and Live Animal 

0.8% Oils and Fats 

0.3% Beverage and Tobacco 

0.2% Crude Materials  (inedible) 

1

0.3 0.2
0

0.8

-2.9
-2.5

-1

-1.7

-2.6

-3.5

-3

-2.5

-2

-1.5

-1

-0.5

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

 

Monthly change percentages in : 

October  2016 as compared to September 2016 
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1-Annual Change: 

General Wholesale Price Index increased by 2.8 percent in October 2016 as compared to the same period of 
2015. During this period, five sections increased and five sections decreased:  
  

 Increase Percentages : 
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Annual Change percentages in October 2016
as compared with the same period of  2015 

 

 

 

Increase 
Percentage 

Section  

32.7 % Mineral and Fuels 

8.2 % Other Commodities 

3.7 % Beverage and Tobacco 

2.0 % Manufactured Goods 

1.4 % Oils and Fats 

Decrease 
Percentage 

Section  

- 2.9 % Machinery and Transport 

- 2.0%  Food and Live Animal 

- 1.8 % Crude Materials  (inedible) 

- 1.5 % Chemicals 

-1.5 % Misc Manufactured Articles 

 Decrease Percentages    



الجدول ١ 
الرقم القياسي الشهري لأسعار الجملة

حسب الأقسام
سنة الأساس ١٩٨٨ = ١٠٠

Table 1
Monthly Wholesale Price Index
By Section
1988 = 100
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Table 2
Monthly Wholesale Price Index
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1988 = 100
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الجدول 4
المتوسط السنوي للرقم القياسي لأسعار 

الجملة لعام 2015

Table 4
Annual Average Wholesale Price
Index in 2015

4Tables

Table 4:
Annual Average Wholesale Price Index in 2014

2014
 Average  Price Index in :

2015

159.1
186.7
256.8
200.5
343.6
268.5
114.2
220

252.2
222.3
189.6
141.8
91.9

209.6
126.7
148.3
164.2
144.3
290

358.3
177.2
116.1
109

118.3
144.6
115.2
125.8
183.9
176.1
300.6
216.5
174.3
113.4
121.8
162.3
269.9

96

157.5
190.3
264

202.9
358.1
281.7
114.3
224.4
253.6
228.6
194.7
143.2
90.6

206.4
133.7
151.7
165.5
148.6
320.7
407.2
183.6
116.6
109

122.3
144.8
114.9
125.6
187.3
193.3
302.9
219.3
184.9
120.4
126.7
162.4
289.2
94.8

-1.0
 1.9
 2.8
 1.2
 4.2
 4.9
 0.1
 2.0
 0.6
 2.8
 2.7
 1.0
-1.4
-1.5
 5.5
 2.3
 0.8
 3.0

 10.6
 13.6
 3.6
 0.4
 0.0
 3.4
 0.1
-0.3
-0.2
 1.8
 9.8
 0.8
 1.3
 6.1
 6.2
 4.0
 0.1
 7.2
-1.3



الجدول 4
المتوسط السنوي للرقم القياسي لأسعار 

الجملة لعام 2015

Table 4
Annual Average Wholesale Price
Index in 2015

Wholesale Price Index October  2016

Table 4:
Annual Average Wholesale Price Index in 2014

2014
 Average  Price Index in :

2015

298.7
109.5
114.3
216.9
216.9
134

119.4
154.2
132.6
177.9
105.4
170.1
117.7
177.2
167

156.7
188
188
204
204

115.9
212.5
186.3
196

387.2
115.2
255

253.6
184.8
252

110.9
201.6
100.5
100.5
201.6
201.6
148.9

309.1
110.4
115.1
212.6
212.6
135.1
119.6
155.9
131.5
174.9
105.4
171.1
118.3
179.6
165.8
155.6
193.5
193.5
204.5
204.5
115.4
213.1
186.3
195.9
387.2
115.1
255

253.6
184.8
252

110.9
201.6
100.5
100.5
201.6
201.6
152.5

 3.5
 0.8
 0.7
-2.0
-2.0
 0.8
 0.2
 1.1
-0.8
-1.7
 0.0
 0.6
 0.5
 1.4
-0.7
-0.7
 2.9
 2.9
 0.2
 0.2
-0.4
 0.3
 0.0
-0.1
 0.0
-0.1
 0.0
 0.0
 0.0
 0.0
 0.0
 0.0
 0.0
 0.0
 0.0
 0.0
 2.4
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الجملة لعام 2015

Table 4
Annual Average Wholesale Price
Index in 2015

4Tables

Table 4:
Annual Average Wholesale Price Index in 2014

2014
 Average  Price Index in :

2015

148.9
170.6
142.4
211.8
305.3
131.4
526

1093.3
180
98.6

403.8
142.2
146.6
139.8
142.2
142.2
133.6
112.3
170.5
172.2
186.7
127.2
115.5
131.8
190.4
190.4
122.4
122.4
143.4
187.9
89.8
191

143.5
159.4
113

125.2
126.7

152.5
174
146

200.1
246.1
126.2
362.4
825.9
182.2
103.1
397.7
142.2
144.1
142.1
143.2
143.2
135.6
114.8
171.2
161.8
175.5
119.3
109.5
131.3
191.9
191.9
125.1
125.1
139.5
179.9
90.1

182.7
144.1
160.6
112.5
125.5
126.3

 2.4
 2.0
 2.5
-5.5

-19.4
-4.0

-31.1
-24.5
 1.2
 4.6
-1.5
 0.0
-1.7
 1.6
 0.7
 0.7
 1.5
 2.2
 0.4
-6.0
-6.0
-6.2
-5.2
-0.4
 0.8
 0.8
 2.2
 2.2
-2.7
-4.3
 0.3
-4.3
 0.4
 0.8
-0.4
 0.2
-0.3
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المتوسط السنوي للرقم القياسي لأسعار 

الجملة لعام 2015

Table 4
Annual Average Wholesale Price
Index in 2015

Wholesale Price Index October  2016

Table 4:
Annual Average Wholesale Price Index in 2014

2014
 Average  Price Index in :

2015

139.8
231.7
90.4
123
71.3
78.4
79.2
90.8
67.6

115.7
123.7
166.1
121.5
74.5

144.9
112.9
95.2
90.7

116.5
149.8
130.6
164.9
144.6
113.1
126.9
155.6
94.7

166.6
103
90.2

107.7
137.3
179.8
167.5
202.1
142.5
201.5

138.2
231.8
89.6

123.2
72.5
78.5
80.6
91.1
67.9

117.2
123.5
165.9
123.2
74.5

144.6
113.4
95.6
90.6

116.7
147.9
130.4
163.2
149.8
116.1
127.5
154.3
96.4

162.9
102.5
92.3

108.7
138.1
163.8
138.8
202.1
138.2
185

-1.1
 0.0
-0.9
 0.2
 1.7
 0.1
 1.8
 0.3
 0.4
 1.3
-0.2
-0.1
 1.4
 0.0
-0.2
 0.4
 0.4
-0.1
 0.2
-1.3
-0.2
-1.0
 3.6
 2.7
 0.5
-0.8
 1.8
-2.2
-0.5
 2.3
 0.9
 0.6
-8.9

-17.1
 0.0
-3.0
-8.2



الجدول 4
المتوسط السنوي للرقم القياسي لأسعار 

الجملة لعام 2015

Table 4
Annual Average Wholesale Price
Index in 2015
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Table 4:
Annual Average Wholesale Price Index in 2014

2014
 Average  Price Index in :

2015

175.8
189.3
137.8
136.7
136.7
112.8
101.8
108.4
100.2
96.8

128.6
238.3
164.4
120.1
128.6
152.6
107.8
151.6
143.4
109.7
127.7
93.5

131.3
131.3
119.5
107.4
139.8
136.8
142.8
149
96.4
118
55.7
62.1
55.7
71.4
62.4

172.8
189.3
137.5
135.6
135.6
111.9
101.6
107
99.9
93.5

128.6
241.4
166.6
121

123.6
146.1
106

148.2
140.1
109.8
128.3
93.2

130.7
130.7
120.6
107

138.4
137.3
142.9
150.2
105
119
54.6
61.2
54.6
69.6
57.9

-1.7
 0.0
-0.2
-0.8
-0.8
-0.8
-0.2
-1.3
-0.3
-3.4
 0.0
 1.3
 1.3
 0.7
-3.9
-4.3
-1.7
-2.2
-2.3
 0.1
 0.5
-0.3
-0.5
-0.5
 0.9
-0.4
-1.0
 0.4
 0.1
 0.8
 8.9
 0.8
-2.0
-1.4
-2.0
-2.5
-7.2
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الجملة لعام 2015

Table 4
Annual Average Wholesale Price
Index in 2015
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Table 4:
Annual Average Wholesale Price Index in 2014

2014
 Average  Price Index in :

2015

86.1
62.1

173.5
137.9
137.7
238.9
98.6

121.4
173.1
167.5
207.8
155
137
99.9

139.4
90.7
69.1
69.1

100.1
89.3

109.3
91.4
91.4

226.3
226.3
147.1
136.5
150.2
213.8
108.6
284.5
253.2
114.1
114.1
256.3
256.3

87.5
61.6
172

134.2
137.7
235.9
99.2

121.4
165

157.3
196.6
151.6
135.5
99.5

140.1
89.1
69
69

100.5
89

110.4
91.3
91.3

226.3
226.3
147.3
139

149.8
207.9
111.1
271.4
235.6
125.4
125.4
236.7
236.7

 1.6
-0.8
-0.9
-2.7
 0.0
-1.3
 0.6
 0.0
-4.7
-6.1
-5.4
-2.2
-1.1
-0.4
 0.5
-1.8
-0.1
-0.1
 0.4
-0.3
 1.0
-0.1
-0.1
 0.0
 0.0
 0.1
 1.8
-0.3
-2.8
 2.3
-4.6
-7.0
 9.9
 9.9
-7.6
-7.6



الجدول ٥
الأهميات النسبية للرقم القياسي

 لأسعار الجملة

Table 5
Relative Importance for Wholesale
Price Index

Tables 4

Table 5:
Relative Importances For Wholesale Price Index

:

 100.000
 31.919
 6.113
 2.355
 2.157
 0.587
 1.014
 3.668
 1.250
 0.796
 1.622
 2.639
 0.705
 0.365
 0.269
 0.167
 0.555
 0.578
 0.894
 0.541
 0.353
 6.835
 3.915
 0.498
 1.011
 1.174
 0.237
 9.048
 0.115
 1.035
 0.328
 0.079
 0.261
 0.113
 0.080
 0.667
 3.685
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Table 5
Relative Importance for Wholesale
Price Index

Wholesale Price Index October  2016

Table 5:
Relative Importances For Wholesale Price Index

:

 2.339
 0.134
 0.212
 0.128
 0.128
 0.292
 0.116
 0.176
 2.042
 0.820
 1.222
 0.260
 0.260
 1.215
 0.636
 0.636
 0.579
 0.579
 0.287
 0.287
 0.025
 0.262

 10.126
 5.991
 0.527
 2.673
 0.907
 0.023
 0.241
 0.118
 1.295
 0.207
 1.066
 1.066
 3.069
 3.069
 0.365
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Table 5
Relative Importance for Wholesale
Price Index
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Table 5:
Relative Importances For Wholesale Price Index

:

 0.365
 0.088
 0.277
 9.757
 2.441
 1.305
 0.516
 0.620
 2.630
 1.884
 0.746
 0.603
 0.211
 0.392
 1.061
 1.061
 1.021
 0.653
 0.368
 0.058
 0.058
 1.359
 1.022
 0.337
 0.334
 0.334
 0.250
 0.250

 26.168
 0.919
 0.036
 0.883
 0.304
 0.195
 0.109
 1.322
 0.305
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Table 5
Relative Importance for Wholesale
Price Index
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Table 5:
Relative Importances For Wholesale Price Index

:

 0.114
 0.325
 0.014
 0.076
 0.005
 0.319
 0.164
 2.952
 1.184
 0.187
 0.161
 0.106
 0.053
 0.141
 0.050
 0.126
 0.208
 0.027
 0.709

 12.115
 1.291
 0.227
 0.967
 0.008
 0.013
 1.361
 0.136
 6.314
 1.253
 0.316
 0.114
 0.115
 4.402
 1.689
 0.151
 0.501
 1.214
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 0.096
 0.591
 0.160
 0.258
 0.258
 3.896
 1.913
 0.323
 0.452
 0.177
 0.104
 0.138
 0.033
 0.144
 0.299
 0.004
 0.077
 0.232

 13.430
 0.609
 0.273
 0.336
 0.672
 0.672
 3.516
 0.809
 0.316
 0.444
 0.168
 0.208
 0.290
 1.281
 0.314
 0.002
 0.312
 0.877
 0.354
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 0.296
 0.227
 2.530
 0.269
 0.841
 0.982
 0.129
 0.309
 4.912
 2.361
 1.097
 1.454
 6.438
 0.413
 0.181
 0.232
 1.025
 1.025
 1.803
 0.858
 0.945
 0.452
 0.452
 0.202
 0.202
 0.638
 0.136
 0.502
 1.905
 0.744
 1.161
 0.295
 0.007
 0.007
 0.288
 0.288



 
 

Wholesale Price Index series                                                    Annually  
1988 = 100 

  
Section 
      

   year      

General 

Index 

Food 

and 

Live 

Animal 

Beverage 

and 

Tobacco 

Crude 

Materials 

(inedible) 

Mineral 

and 

Fuels 

Oils 

and 

Fats 
Chemicals 

 

Manufactured 

Goods 

 

Machinery 

and 

Transport 

Misc 
Manufactured 

Articles 

Other 

Commodities 

1999 115.9 123.8 127.2 151.9 208 120.1 98.9 108.6 106.3 92.1 70.5 
2000 116.3 121 127 154.2 212.7 110.5 110.5 107.7 106.9 91 70.3 
2001 116.2 122.8 127.3 165.2 212.7 107 101.1 107.8 107.7 91.1 67.6 
2002 116.1 122.6 129 165.5 212.7 107 101 108 107 92 76.2 
2003 117.1 122.8 129.2 160.7 212.7 108.7 112 107.8 106.2 93.6 88.1 
2004 120.7 123.1 129.8 181.3 212.7 111.4 124.6 114.9 108.9 94.7 94.1 
2005 124.2 127.6 130.1 189.2 215.2 114.1 134.5 117.4 110.2 97.8 104.1 
2006 125.6 132.6 128.9 184.6 192.6 114.7 143 120 114.4 100.9 127 
2007 132.7 147.1 129.7 193.6 184.8 118.3 156.4 126.2 119.3 106.5 145.7 
2008 144.7 160.5 131.6 193.6 184.8 133.2 178.3 142 126.8 120.6 172.6 
2009 140.3 162 135.3 181.7 184.8 136.3 141.7 134.3 126 123 196.3 
2010 146.4 168.3 150 192.1 184.8 137.7 167.6 138.1 126.4 134.8 234.6 
2011 152.6 174.1 151.4 211.5 184.8 147.9 188.6 142.5 132 145.5 288.6 
2012 156.4 178.6 151.6 217.4 184.8 149.3 217.7 144.1 136.2 151.8 310.9 
2013 158.2 185.3 170.9 204.1 186.3 150.7 203.8 143.9 143.3 135.8 275.7 
2014 159.1 186.7 177.2 204.0 186.3 148.9 211.8 143.4 143.4 137.0 253.2 
2015 157.5 190.3 179.6 204.5 186.3 152.5 200.1 139.5 140.1 135.5 235.6 

October  2016Wholesale Price Index
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