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Wherever mentioned herein, the following terms and phrases shall have the meanings 
ascribed thereto:

1. GASTAT: General Authority for Statistics.
2. Board: GASTAT’s board of directors.
3. President: GASTAT’s president.
4. Law: Statistics Law.
5. Statistics: Data, information, and indicators collected on the community conditions and 

activities using scientific methods, and which can be categorized and analyzed to reach 
results, expectations, and decisions based on certain variables.

6. Official statistics: Statistics issued by GASTAT for public benefit, offering quantitative or 
qualitative information on the Kingdom’s economy, social structure, and development, 
the living conditions of citizens and residents, and health, education, and environment 
in the Kingdom to keep the public informed about social and economical matters and 
help develop and evaluate public policy.

7. Data: A set of qualitative or quantitative variable values about one or more person, thing, 
or phenomenon.

8. Individual Data: Data that identify the statistical unit under study.
9. Statistical Unit: A unit of statistical characteristics.
10. Statistical Areas: The three main statistical areas; social statistics (demographics, 

social conditions, education, housing, etc.), economic statistics (national accounts 
and businesses, industry, trade, etc.), and spatial statistics (environment, tourism, 
agriculture, etc.).

11. Statistical Surveys: An investigation of a particular group by collecting data from it and 
estimating its characteristics using statistical methodology. 

12. Census: A count or inventory conducted on all statistical units belonging to a specific 
population or universe.

13. Administrative Data: A set of units and data derived from an administrative source and 
which contains information that has been collected and maintained for the purpose of 
implementing one or more administrative regulations.

14. Big Data: Data collected from transactions, sensors, or technology and used by 
companies or individuals. Big data have the following characteristics: large size 
(amount of data), diversity (type and nature of data), speed (speed at which data are 
created and processed), accuracy (data quality can greatly vary).

Article 1:
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15. Dissemination/Publishing: The activity of making official statistics, statistical analyses, 
statistical services and metadata available to users.

16. Metadata: Data and other documents that describe statistical data and statistical 
processes in a unified manner by providing information on data sources, methods, 
definitions, classifications, and data quality.

17. Public Entities: All ministries, entities, centers, and institutions that form a part of the 
government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, whether at the national, local or regional 
level, including companies in which the government has a majority or a controlling 
share and that perform or provide services of a public nature.

18. Private Institutions: all non-public entities.
19. Respondents: Any person, household, private or public entity that is requested or 

required to provide information about themselves, including their activities, through 
data collections carried out by Producers of Official statistics.

Article 2:

Article 3:

The Law aims to regulate statistical activity, in particular:

1. Providing official statistics to provide public entities and private institutions with data on 
the economic, demographic, social and environmental situation.

2. Developing the production and dissemination of official statistics in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia.

3. Issuing official statistics in accordance with the international obligations of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, such as those stipulated in the United Nations Fundamental Principles 
of Official statistics and any other statistical standards agreement that the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia has agreed to be a party of.

The development, production and dissemination of statistics in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia shall be governed by the following statistical principles:

1. ‘Professional independence’, meaning that statistics must be developed, produced 
and disseminated in an independent manner, particularly as regards the selection of 
techniques, definitions, methodologies and sources to be used, and the timing and 
content of all forms of dissemination, free from any pressures from political or interest 
groups or from national authorities.
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2. ‘Impartiality’, meaning that statistics must be developed, produced and disseminated in 
a neutral manner, and that all users must be given equal treatment;

3. ‘Objectivity’, meaning that statistics must be developed, produced and disseminated in a 
systematic, reliable and unbiased manner; it implies the use of professional and ethical 
standards, and that the policies and practices followed are transparent to users and 
survey respondents;

4. ‘Reliability’, meaning that statistics must measure as faithfully, accurately and consistently 
as possible the reality that they are designed to represent and imply that scientific criteria 
are used for the selection of sources; 

5. ‘Statistical confidentiality’, meaning the protection of confidential data related to single 
statistical units which are obtained directly for statistical purposes or indirectly from 
administrative or other sources. It implies the prohibition of using data for non-statistical 
purposes and of their unlawful disclosure;

6. «Cost efficiency», meaning the costs of producing statistics should be proportional 
to the significance of the desired results and benefits, and that resources must be 
used optimally, and the burden of response must be reduced to a minimum. It also 
means that the information required should, where possible, be easily extractable from 
available records or sources.

Article 4:

1. GASTAT enjoys a public legal personality and financial and administrative independence. 
GASTAT’s main headquarters shall be in Riyadh city, and it may open branches and 
offices inside the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

2. GASTAT is the sole producer of official statistics in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 
is responsible for coordinating all activities of developing, producing and publishing 
official statistics within the Kingdom.

3. GASTAT shall have an independent budget to be issued by a Royal Decree.

4. GASTAT shall be provided with a budget that ensures the availability of adequate human, 
financial, and technical resources to implement the statistical programs stipulated herein, 
and to leverage innovations in the production and dissemination of official statistics.
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1. GASTAT shall have a Board of Directors, appointed by decision of the Council of Ministers 
and comprising of H.E. the Minister of Economy and Planning, up to four members 
representing government entities, the Director of the National Information Center, two 
independent members recognized for their work and experience in the field of statistics 
and the GASTAT’s President. The Board shall be chaired by H.E. the Minister of Economy 
and Planning who shall oversee GASTAT’s activities. In addition to the authorities set out 
elsewhere in this Law, the Board shall:
a. Appoint GASTAT’s President and Vice Presidents as it deems fit;
b. Approve GASTAT’s multi-year statistical program;
c. Approve GASTAT’s draft budget; and
d. Approve any material change to GASTAT’s organizational structure.

2.  The Board shall be the authority in charge of managing and conducting GASTAT’s 
affairs, and shall take all the necessary decisions to achieve its objectives, as set out in 
this Law, including:
• Adopt GASTAT’s general policies, plans and operational programs.
• Adopt GASTAT’s organizational structure.
• Adopt the internal and technical regulations, procedures, rules and standards that are 

related to GASTAT’s activities.
• Adopt and submit GASTAT’s draft budget in accordance with statutory procedures.
• Adopt GASTAT’s final accounts, auditor’s report and annual report in preparation for 

submission in accordance with statutory procedures.
• Form the Statistical Advisory Council and Statistical Coordinating Committee and 

appoint their members, and adopt relevant regulations.
• Approve the remunerations of GASTAT’s employees and freelancers in agreement with 

the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Civil Service.
• Adopt executive working mechanisms with respect to financial costs of statistical work 

and data provision in agreement with the Ministry of Finance.
• Accept donations, grants, endowments, bequests and assistance provided to GASTAT 

in accordance with statutory procedures.
• Appoint an auditor and a financial controller.
• Form committees and grant them the necessary powers to carry out specific functions. 

3.  The Board may delegate some of these powers and functions to the competent officials 
at GASTAT as needed.   

Article 5:
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1. GASTAT’s President shall be its Chief Executive Officer. 
2. The President shall:

a. Decide, based strictly on professional statistical standards that he considers appropriate, 
the methods and procedures for carrying out statistical programs regarding:
(i) The collection, categorization, analysis, extraction, and publication of statistical 

information produced or to be produced by GASTAT.
(ii) The content of statistical bulletins and publications issued by GASTAT, and the 

timing and methods of dissemination of statistics prepared by GASTAT.
b. Advise public entities on matters pertaining to statistical activities and confer with 

them to that end.
c. Control GASTAT’s activities and staff.

3. Subject to the statistical principles set out in Article 3, the President shall be accountable 
before the Board in accordance with the provisions hereof.  

Article 6:

Article 7:

Article 8:

Public entities, when carrying out statistical work or a part of it for the benefit of a public 
entity, shall adhere to the concepts, definitions, classifications, technical standards, 
statistical methods, and scientific methods set out by GASTAT. The regulations specified 
for this shall be issued by a decision of the Board following consultation with the Statistical 
Coordination Committee.

1. A council called the Statistical Advisory Council shall be formed, and shall be 
organizationally linked to the Board or Directors. The Council shall consist of members 
who are not Board members or GASTAT employees, and it shall be concerned with 
providing all necessary advice to the President on issues of strategic importance to 
official statistics.
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2. The Statistical Advisory Council shall be composed of a maximum of ten specialists 
who have distinguished knowledge and experience in the field of statistics. Members 
of the Statistical Advisory Council shall be appointed by the Board of Directors based 
on the proposal of the President. The Council shall be chaired by one of its members. 
The President may attend meetings of the Statistical Advisory Council. The term of the 
Statistical Advisory Council membership shall be for a renewable three years.

3. The Statistical Advisory Council shall undertake the following functions:
a. Provide advice on the strategic development of official statistics and ensure that the 

statistical program reflects the community’s priority information needs.
b. Evaluate the implementation of the statistical program and follow up on the 

implementation of the strategic development activities.
c. Evaluate the extent to which GASTAT adheres to statistical principles.
d. Any other functions stipulated by the regulations issued by a decision of the Board.

Article 9:

Article 10:

1. A committee called (the Coordination Committee) shall – pursuant to a decision by 
the Board – be formed and linked organizationally to the Board. The Committee shall 
include members from government entities and shall be chaired by the President.

2. The committee shall undertake the following functions:
a. Coordinate between GASTAT and public entities participating in statistical activities.
b. Ensure the continuous flow of administrative data from entities to GASTAT.
c. Support GASTAT ‹s efforts in enhancing statistical awareness.
d. Exchange information between GASTAT and public entities in the field of statistics.
e. Any other functions stipulated by the regulations issued by a decision of the Board.

1. GASTAT shall be responsible for producing official statistics, in particular in the three 
statistical areas: social, economic and spatial statistics. Furthermore, GASTAT must 
apply a sound methodology in accordance with internationally recognized professional 
standards for producing official statistics.

2. In addition to the other statistical products, GASTAT shall design and conduct censuses. 
The costs of censuses shall be covered by extraordinary budget allocations. The following 
censuses shall be carried out on a regular basis:
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a. A population and housing census every ten years. GASTAT shall be responsible for 
implementing it, and publishing its results. The date on which this census shall be 
conducted shall be determined by a resolution of the Council of Ministers. 

b. A census of non-agricultural private establishments every five years.
c. A census of agricultural private establishments every ten years.

Article 11:

Article 12:

1. GASTAT shall prepare a multi-year statistical program and an annual statistical program 
as key instruments for the effective strategic and operational management of statistical 
activities in Saudi Arabia.

2. The statistical programs shall be prepared by GASTAT in consultation with stakeholders, 
users of statistics, respondents and administrative data providers. 

a. The multi-year statistical program shall define the strategic development of Official 
statistics in Saudi Arabia, aiming at satisfying existing and emerging user needs. It shall 
provide a vision and priorities for the development of Official statistics for the next five 
years and establish the required deliverables and development actions.

b. GASTAT’s annual statistical program must represent the operational translation of the 
multi-year statistical program. It must contain all official statistics to be released and 
statistical surveys to be carried out, as well as cover the main development activities of 
official statistics. 

c. Both the multi-year statistical program and the annual statistical program shall be made 
publicly available.

GASTAT shall submit the multi-year and the annual statistical programs to the Statistics 
Advisory Council for feedback and subsequently to the Board of Directors for adoption.

1. GASTAT shall be entitled to select data sources based on professional considerations and 
collect the necessary data to compile official statistics directly from respondents. Data 
collection shall be designed with due consideration to quality of statistics, costs of data 
provision and response burden. Data should be collected in electronic form in using the 
mode and format decided by GASTAT.
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2. GASTAT shall be entitled to:
a. Conduct surveys and censuses of households, individuals and establishments in all 

available modes. Participation in any statistical survey or census shall be compulsory 
unless otherwise determined by the Board of Directors.

b. Access all administrative records in the Kingdom considered relevant by GASTAT for 
statistical production. Public entities must grant GASTAT access to microdata, in an 
electronically processable format on a continuous basis and without delay.

c. Use big data sources for the production of official statistics. Private institutions must, 
at GASTAT’s request, grant GASTAT free access to microdata, in an electronically 
processable format on a continuous basis and without delay.

3. GASTAT shall keep all collected data confidential and must not share identifiable micro 
data with any party outside GASTAT. Owners of administrative data or big data shall be 
exempted from any confidentiality obligations when sharing such data with GASTAT.

4. GASTAT may contract with external workforce to carry out data collection activities.

Article 13:

1. Official statistics shall be disseminated in a timely and punctual manner respecting 
statistical confidentiality and ensuring equal access to data. 

2. GASTAT shall prepare and make public an advance release calendar that indicates the 
planned dates and times for the releases of official statistics. Any expected divergence 
from the advance release calendar must be communicated to the public before the 
planned release date, and a new date for the release must be set within a reasonable 
time and announced to the public.

3. Releases of official statistics must be accompanied by meta data and explanatory 
comments, and access shall be granted to all users free of charge in a user-friendly data 
base, allowing users to access time series and break downs and download the relevant 
data in different formats.

4. GASTAT may grant access to anonymized micro data to authorized researchers in a 
protected environment, subject to the conditions established by the Board which shall 
include the requirement that any accessing researcher must sign confidentiality and 
non-disclosure agreements in advance in order to be granted access.

5. Official statistics shall be clearly distinguished from any other statistics when released.
6. Errors discovered in released official statistics shall be corrected, and the corrections shall 

be released and communicated to users at the earliest possible time.
7. Users shall be entitled to use official statistics and the related meta data, provided that 

they credit the data source.
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Except for official statistics which must be provided free of charge, GASTAT may provide 
statistical products and services in a commercial manner in accordance with the regulations 
issued by the Board for this purpose.

Article 14:

Article 15:

Article 16:

1. GASTAT shall cooperate with international organizations as well as with other national 
statistical organizations and regional organizations in the field of statistics, in order to: 
a. Develop internationally comparable Statistics;
b. Design international standards and guidelines; and
c. Exchange information on good statistical practice.

2. GASTAT shall provide international organizations with the data they request in accordance 
with international statistical standards agreed to by Saudi Arabia.

3. GASTAT shall represent the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in international fora in the field of 
statistics.

1. GASTAT shall be committed to high quality standards when producing official statistics, 
respecting internationally agreed statistical quality principles. To guarantee the quality 
of results, statistics shall be developed, produced and disseminated on the basis of 
international standards and scientific methods. 

2. In this respect, the following quality criteria shall apply:

a. ‘Relevance’, which refers to the degree to which statistics meet current and potential 
users’ needs;

b. ‘Accuracy’, which refers to the closeness of estimates to the unknown true values;
c. ‘Timeliness’, which refers to the period between the availability of the information 

and the occurrence of the event or phenomenon it describes;
d. ‘Punctuality’, which refers to the fact that statistical releases must be published on the 

dates and times pre-announced in the statistical release calendar;
e. ‘Accessibility’ and ‘clarity’, which refer to the conditions and modalities by which 

users can obtain, use and interpret data;
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f. ‘Comparability’, which refers to the measurement of the impact of differences in 
applied statistical concepts, measurement tools and procedures where statistics are 
compared between geographical areas, sectoral domains or over time;

g. ‘Coherence’, which refers to the adequacy of the data to be reliably combined in 
different ways and for various uses.

3. To maintain a high standard of quality of official statistics, GASTAT shall be entitled 
to edit and validate data, combine data from different sources, link records, and 
match individual data exclusively for statistical purposes and use statistical estimation 
techniques to fill gaps.

4. GASTAT shall document sources and methods used in the statistics production process, 
as well as the resulting data sets, in a standardized way. Users shall be kept informed 
about the sources and methods of statistical production and quality of statistical outputs 
through meta data.

Article 17:

Article 18:

GASTAT shall respect the principles of statistical confidentiality and not share confidential 
data with any third party, except as outlined in Article (13.4) and Article (20.1). Confidential 
data are:

a. Micro data which allow natural or legal persons to be identified, either directly or 
indirectly.

b. Aggregates composed of 1 to 3 units, when the unit is a natural or legal person, if one 
of these units could be identified indirectly, thereby disclosing individual data about this 
unit

c. Classified documents and classified information as defined in the Penal Law on 
Dissemination and Disclosure of Classified Information and Documents issued by Royal 
Decree No. M/35 dated 8/5/1432. 

d. Any other data designated as confidential data by GASTAT’s President.

Confidential data held by GASTAT may not be used for any investigation, surveillance, 
legal proceedings, administrative decision making or other similar handling of matters 
concerning a natural or a legal person by any public entity except to the extent that such 
confidential data were already in the possession of the relevant public entity.
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1. GASTAT shall protect confidential data and take all necessary regulatory, administrative, 
technical and organizational measures to prevent access thereto by unauthorized 
persons.

2. GASTAT may not disclose confidential data, except as outlined in Article (13.4) and 
Article (20.1).

3.  It is prohibited to use confidential data obtained by the GASTAT’s employees or delegates, 
or employees of entities or their representatives for non-statistical purposes. 

Article 19:

Article 20:

Article 21:

1. GASTAT may, upon request, grant access, in a protected environment, to anonymized 
micro data considered as confidential data, for independent scientific research projects 
in accordance with the regulations issued by the Board.

2. Confidential data provided for research purposes must not include identifiers. The data 
provided must be limited to the data necessary for the research purposes.

3. The regulations issued by the Board shall set fees as a compensation for the additional 
costs incurred by GASTAT in preparing and providing the data. All access to micro data 
for research purposes must be documented.

The provisions of Penal Law on Dissemination and Disclosure of Classified Information and 
Documents issued by Royal Decree No. M/35 dated 8/5/1432 shall apply to all confidential 
data and documents, and what is related to:
a. All of GASTAT’s regular and temporary staff.
b. Persons from outside GASTAT who are involved in surveys or censuses.
c. Any other persons who are authorized to access confidential data.
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GASTAT may subcontract parts of the statistical production functions to a third party only 
when the full protection of confidential data can be ensured. Third parties shall use and 
maintain the data exclusively for the operations and only for the duration defined in the 
subcontract.

Article 22:

Article 23:

Article 24:

Article 25:

Without prejudice to any more severe punishment stipulated in any other law, anyone who 
violates the provisions of this Law or the regulations issued by the Board under this Law 
shall be punished with a fine not exceeding one hundred thousand Riyals. The penalty shall 
be doubled if the violation is repeated. 

If a violation is committed by a legal entity, and it is proved that the violation was committed 
with the consent or connivance of any Board member, director or other similar officer or 
any person who was purporting to act in any such capacity, he as well as the corporate 
entity shall be guilty of that violation, and shall be liable to be proceeded against and 
punished accordingly.

Specialized GASTAT employees - appointed by a decision of the President - shall monitor 
and prove violations of the provisions hereof, and they may appoint judicial officers.

The Law shall come into effect after 180 days from the date of its publication in Official 
Gazette, and shall replace the General Statistics Law issued by Royal Decree No. (23) dated 
7/12/1379 AH., and the General Population Census Law issued by Royal Decree No. M / 13 
dated 23/04/1391 AH., and it shall repeal all provisions contradicting it.
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